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Mistakes learners of English might make:

. Palatalisation- the middle of the tongue should not be raised to the hard
palate when consonants occur before front and central vowels [i:, 1, €, &, 3:, 9]

e.g. 'misiz 'tebiwait 'kitn ‘'seoro big fi:ld 0ztlt

. schwa or neutral vowel [9]. Itis very often made too front and replaced
by [e] or [&]

e.g. 'tebiwait and ha 'kitn 'seora // 'livd 1n 9 'litl //
1n 3 ko:nd r ava big fi:ld

. Aspiration — while pronouncing p,t.k air escapes making a sound
like h
e.g. 'tebiwait 'kitn 'kotidz 'ko:no

. Nasal plosion — plosive t, d + n. The obstruction is not removed
after the plosive — tn, tn, tn/dn, dn, dn — no /o/ between t,d and n
e.g. 'kitn 'didn’t 'go:dn 's dn. In spelling though there is a
vowel.

. Lateral plosion — plosive t, d + 1. The obstruction is not removed after the
plosive.

e.g. tl, tl, tI/ dl,dl,dl — 'litl 'baetl 'mudl 'ndl.
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6. English rhythm — stress-timed (tQtata- tata — tatata — tata) The
intervals between the stressed syllables are more or less equal. The stressed
syllables are pronounced together with the following unstressed syllables, thus
forming rhythmic groups.

e.g. 'msiz 'tebiwaitondho 'kitn seoro| MTivdino 'litl 'Ozetft kotids|

mo'ko:naravo 'big fi:ld||

SAMPLE ANALYSIS:

The first sentence from the fairy tale “Mrs. Tabbywhite
and her Kitten Sarah” for phonetic analysis:

'Mrs. 'Tabbywhite and her 'kitten Sarah|
'lived 1n a 'little 'thatched cottage]
in a 'corner of a 'big field.

'misi1z 'tebiwait ond ho 'kitn seoro|
Tivd 1n 'Iitl '0zet)t kotids|

i o 'ko:norov o'big fi:ld ||



